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Daniel Vivian’s Grand Tour, 1636-37 (New College, MS 348) 
 
In late 1636 a young New College fellow named Daniel Vivian was given leave by the 
college to travel abroad for a year. This was an unusual but not unknown academic 
digression: Sir Thomas Bodley, for instance, with the permission of Merton College spent 
the last four years of the 1570s on the continent, in France, Italy, and Germany; and when 
Wadham was founded in 1610, the statutes allowed fellows leave on half pay for foreign 
travel. But instances from New College are very rare, and Vivian’s is the only journey we 
can reconstruct vividly. Vivian’s own path took him as far as Venice and back, taking a 
route across the south of France, Italy, and then back over the Alps to Paris. We know in 
granular detail about this early version of the ‘Grand Tour’ because Vivian kept careful 
notes on every single place he visited, and then wrote these up as an extended, literary 
prose narrative of 350 quarto pages, preserved in his own calligraphic manuscript, 
complete with a sheaf of commendatory poems by his friends tipped into the front of his 
manuscript. It was, however, never published. 
 This travel narrative is almost 1  unknown to modern scholarship because the 
manuscript, now New College MS 348, was purchased by the college in 1849, after the 
work for the last published catalogue of our manuscripts had been completed (this is the 
‘Coxe’ catalogue of Oxford college manuscripts, finally published in 1852). So although 
Vivian’s account has been sitting quietly in the college for almost seventeen decades, as it 
is unlisted in any published account it has in practice been invisible to those who do not 
read the typescript or handwritten continuations for ‘post-Coxe’ college accessions. This 
note therefore reintroduces Vivian to modern readers, and offers a brief tour of his travel 
journal, titled by him ‘A Voyage begun from Bristow December the first 1636’. Vivian’s 
journal must be one of the most detailed travel accounts to survive from the period, 
although it is not quite as exhaustive as the narrative of Philip Skippon, who travelled 
abroad with friends including the naturalists John Ray and Francis Willughby in 1663-64; 
his account was only published in 1732.2 

What little we know of Daniel Vivian does not present the most pleasant of 
pictures. He is best known for his later career, and specifically for causing trouble with the 
Parliamentary Visitors when they came to Oxford in 1648 in order to ‘reform and regulate’ 
what had been a strongly Royalist institution. Among the colleges New College was hit 
hard: of the seventy fellows, to consider only that category of college member, fully fifty 
were thrown out.  
 Not so Daniel Vivian. Claiming Founder’s Kin,3 he had been a fellow since 1633, 
and had taken his BCL in 1639 and his DCL in 1642. On 8 May 1648, the fellows of New 
College were summoned to the warden’s lodgings in Magdalen to state whether they would 
submit to the Visitors or no; by this date Vivian was second in seniority on the college roll. 
Amidst a sea of principled rejection, Vivian on his perfidious bark replied: ‘I submitt’. He 
was the only one to do so, and it is excruciating to read the pages of principled defiance 
following Vivian’s brief capitulation. In mid 1649 he is then found accusing two fellows of 
the college of disloyalty to the Parliament, an accusation even the Visitors themselves 
dismissed. Vivian then went to Ireland in the service of General Fleetwood, but 
complained that he wasn’t being paid his proper salary by the college. His troubles rumble 

                                                 
1 ‘Almost’—see Edward Chaney, The Evolution of the Grand Tour (London, 1998), p. 359, n. 57, a note evidently 
added late, after G. E. Aylmer had pointed out the manuscript to Chaney.  
2 For this journey and some useful discussion of the ars apodemica or travel advice literature, see Mark 
Greengrass, Daisy Hildyard, Christopher D. Preston, and Paul J. Smith, ‘Science on the Move: Francis 
Willughby’s Expeditions’ in Virtuoso by Nature: The Scientific Worlds of Francis Willughby FRS (1635–1672), ed. 
by Tim Birkhead (Leiden, 2016). 
3 This is slightly odd, as the overwhelming majority of Vivians in the period listed in the Alumni Oxonienses 
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on in the register of the Parliamentary Visitors, but they in turn eventually found Vivian 
to be guilty of ‘many misdemeanours and miscarriages’, and expelled him from his 
fellowship.4 He appealed to the Chancellor’s Court, but nothing appears to have come of 
this.5  

Despite all this noise, Blair Worden has suspected that Vivian, ‘an expertly 
cantankerous Fellow’, may have been a secret royalist agent.6 There may be truth in this, 
as after the Restoration Vivian received a testimonial to the effect that he was ‘an honest 
and orthodox man, of sober life and conversation, rightly principled in matters touching 
church government’, an astonishing claim for a man who had apparently served with 
Fleetwood. Vivian petitioned Charles II for the Prebend of Norwell Palishall in Southwell 
Minster, claiming that he had in fact been an army chaplain under the late king, running 
great risks in the conveyance of letters, and was a severe sufferer in the cause. His petition 
was subscribed by George Morley, then Bishop of Worcester, and it was evidently granted, 
as Vivian held his desired prebend from 1660 to 1670. It seems unlikely that a genuine 
Parliamentarian snitch could have managed to reinvent himself quite so successfully had 
he not had some now invisible royalist interest. Vivian died in that year, at Farndish in 
Bedfordshire, where he had been rector since 1652; he was succeeded in his prebend by 
Samuel Leek in October of the same year.7 

Of Vivian’s earlier life in New College in more peaceful times we know little. He 
wrote some poetry, for example the verse prefaced to ‘G. A.’s now extremely rare Pallas 
Armata (London, 1639), a treatise on swordsmanship (‘Thankes Mathematick Fencer, that 
dost tye / The Sword to th’booke and fight in Geometry …’).8 Some verse addressed to 
him also survives in a manuscript miscellany in the library of Corpus Christi College.9  

We can also get a sense of Vivian’s friendship group from the poems he set before 
his ‘Voyage begun from Bristow’, all seemingly autograph items, collected by Vivian6>4<0003>-39<00B6>] TJ
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Swaine of Pembroke, John Godolphin of Gloucester Hall, and John Hyfield of St John’s. 
Vivian’s New College friends supplying poems were John Beesly and Gilbert Coles, both 
men who would later be expelled by the Visitors on the occasion when Vivian himself 
submitted. Two poems, in Latin and then in English, were also presented by the fascinating 
William Bewe (1616–1706) of New College, also expelled by the Visitors. In the civil war 
period he served as a soldier at home, and then a secret agent abroad, and finally a 
mercenary in the Swedish army, losing a finger somewhere along the way. He ultimately 
became bishop of Llandaff in 1679, through the unlikely patronage of John Wilmot, Earl 
of Rochester.12 

What of the French poem? The text is somewhat damaged, but it is addressed ‘[a 
m]on [ … ] Monsieur Da[niel Vivian]’, and is signed ‘John De[….] | Equitis A[ur. fil.] | 
Natu M[ax.]’ In other words, it is by a man called John who was the oldest or inheriting 
son of a knight, and whose surname began with ‘De’. Now the only possible John De[…] 
listed as a member of the university in the period who was also the son of a knight and of 
the right kind of age is John Denham, the famous poet. Is this therefore an unknown piece 
of his verse, in French? This is a question yet to be answered decisively, but alas the script 
does not appear to be Denham’s, on the basis of three of his known autograph letters.13
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customs, Vivian also delights in trying to find the right English comparisons for his readers, 
often rather striking ones. Thus the situation of Lyons reminds him of Bristol between the 
Avon and the Frome; the turrets on the university buildings in Montpellier are like those 
on the chapel of King’s College, Cambridge; and the market at Leghorn is like that at 
Covent Garden, where they also play a festival game like ‘Cornish in-hurling’ with a ball 
like ‘our bladder foote-ball’, but struck with the hand. The prospect of Rome from the Via 
Appia puts Vivian in mind of the Vale of the White Horse and Abingdon as seen from the 
top of Ilsley Downs. Vivian never forgets where he is from, and his account is shot through 
with patriotic remarks, usually taking the form of an insistence that the English were 
particularly liked (almost) wherever he went.  

Why did Vivian compose such a long, literary account of his travels? It may have 
been because he felt he ought to have something to show for this exciting sabbatical, 
funded at least partially by his college stipend. It may be because he wanted to imitate 
Sandys and produce a text that displayed his expertise as a traveller and an observer. In the 
Voyage itself, Vivian stresses for the reader what he sees as his two main achievements. 
The first is linguistic: Vivian talked his way across southern Europe in French, Italian, and 
Latin, without ever using an interpreter. The other is his bravery and his speed: he covered 
more terrain faster than anyone else of which he has heard, and he didn’t take shortcuts 
by boat unless he had too, and did not avoid dangerous routes or cities. He is our man in 
the field; with his reticence to trouble the reader with his own subjective impressions, and 
his insistence on the minute documentation of every physical and social aspect of every 
single town through which he passed, Vivian is more the well-connected political journalist 
than the Oxford antiquary. When he returned back to New College he was determined to 
tell his admiring peers all about his adventures, and so he carefully wrote up this lengthy 
account presumably from the pocket-book records he evidently kept throughout his 
journeys. The poems he collected and placed before his manuscript also suggest both that 
his friends indeed read his account, and that he intended the complete dossier to be 
printed. For whatever reason, possibly the coming of war in England itself, possibly 
insufficient interest from the booksellers, Vivian left this project on the shelf. What 
happened to it between then and the mid nineteenth century when it was acquired by the 
college is unknown; but even since that date it has barely been touched. This is a shame: 
Vivian’s ‘Voyage’ should become better known. 
 

William Poole 
Fellow Librarian  


