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‘The Origins and Life of William of Wykeham, Bishop of Winchester’ 
 

from the Latin elegiac verses of Christopher Johnson (c. 1536-1597); 
 

translated by Christopher Jotischky, Flavia Edelsten, Ed Grigg, 
Jonni Shen, Imogen Stead, and Sam Sykes 

 

https://www.new.ox.ac.uk/sites/default/files/2018-11/5NCN2%20%282014%29%20Poole%20on%20Richard%20Willes.pdf
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Good Williamõs desires did not abate. 
For once his Oxford college was complete, 
He sought only his kindness to repeat,     80 
Which took root in his own dear bishopric; 
A school he there constructed, brick by brick. 
No fewer students there did he desire, 
And masters too, their young minds to inspire. 
Then, when discretionõs years were bravely gained, 
The Musesõ arts and speakersõ tricks explained, 
The choicest youths did Wykeham now select 
To come to Oxford, for their intellect. 
Thus, holy Mary, was there now a pair 
Of colleges which did your 
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Throughout his diocese churches were endowed, 
And much to kinsmen and the poor allowed.   130 
Much to his servants and the king he brought, 
But of his colleges he mostly thought. 
These are an everlasting monument 
To one whose life was such a testament. 
The man who lived and died, showing such love, 
Must be an honoured soul in heaven above. 
If holy Peterõs keys turned not the gate  
For him, all other saints must come too late. 
No more, I find my verses are inept; 
But, Wykeham, these I beg you to accept.    140 


