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no evidence of  this book has been traced. 7 Further research is required to determine if  there is a 
record of  his visit to Oxford at this time, but it is feasible that at this time he revisited the Bodleian. 

Robert Ashley died in 1641, and in addition to his books, he bequeathed his bedding, 
furniture, and £300 to the Inn to employ a Keeper of  the Library; he was buried in Temple Church. 
Although he left a library collection of  approximately 5,000 volumes,8 there is no evidence that he 
left manuscripts, and none of  his personal papers survive at the Inn. His library remains relatively 
intact at Middle Temple, and is typical of  an early modern gentleman’s library, containing mostly 
Continental Latin imprints, with strong holdings of  French, Italian, and Spanish titles, with fewer 
in English, and only a minor number in Dutch and German. The subject range is broad, including 
history, languages, medicine, politics, science, theology, and travel among other subjects.  
 

TRANSLATIONS 
 
Ashley published six translations in his lifetime, all printed in London: L’Uranie ou muse celeste 
(1589);9 A comparison of  the English and Spanish nation (1589);10 Of  the Interchangeable Course (1594);11 
Almansor the Learned and Victorious King that Conquered Spaine (1627); Cochin-China (1633);12 and David 
persecuted (1637).13 

https://casebooks.lib.cam.ac.uk/cases/CASE66846
https://www.middletemple.org.uk/archive-history/archive-information-access/sources-resources/digitised-records/library-manuscript
https://www.middletemple.org.uk/archive-history/archive-information-access/sources-resources/digitised-records/library-manuscript
https://hcommons.org/docs/transcription-of-middle-temple-library-ms-catalogues/
http://www.middletemplelibrary.org.uk/
https://mss-cat.trin.cam.ac.uk/Manuscript/R.14.20
https://mss-cat.trin.cam.ac.uk/Manuscript/R.14.20
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It is interesting that Ashley noted that New College held books from Reginald Pole’s (1500–

1558) library, and that two of  these originally belonged to Thomas Linacre, one of  Pole’s tutors at 
Magdalen College.20 Ashley also noted that this collection contained thirty-nine Greek works by 
Philo of  Alexandria. It is possible that this refers to entry 143 in the Coxe catalogue (although 
Coxe listed only thirty-seven works).21 One wonders if  part of  Ashley’s interest stemmed from the 
fact that Pole, like Ashley, was an alumnus of  Magdalen College. Ashley must have learned about 
these books through visiting the library because, although there was an inventory drawn up in 
London in 1555 by George Lily, there is no evidence that Ashley had access to it.22 

/sites/default/files/4NCN9%20%282013%29%20Books%20from%20Longolius%27%20library.pdf
/sites/default/files/4NCN9%20%282013%29%20Books%20from%20Longolius%27%20library.pdf



