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Some Benefactors and their Heraldry 
 
It is a commonplace that many of the coats of arms on display in Oxford colleges commemorate 
past benefactors. New College is no exception, and in fact is particularly rich in heraldry that 
celebrates those who have contributed to its material wellbeing. This has been the case throughout 
its history but my purpose here is to take a look at some of the armorial additions that have been 
made to its fabric since the mid-19th century. 

There have been three significant moments in the last 160 years when coats of arms have 
been added to the college—in the period 1858–65 when the Hall was restored, in 1896 when 
Robinson Tower and its adjoining buildings were erected, and in 1939 when the library was built. 
From each of these projects I have made a fairly random selection of two benefactors to illustrate 
the process. 

The final stage in the heraldic decoration of the Hall was the installation of new stained 
glass in 18651 (a good many shields had also been placed on the panels, the frieze, and the rafters). 
Warden Sewell, who much preferred antiquarian research to college administration, was intimately 
involved in the plans for the glass. Preserved in the college archives are a number of rough lists he 
compiled of benefactors who could suitably be represented, together with letters received from 
various sources when he was investigating the heraldry of the individuals concerned. 

These include one dated 5 September 1865 from the Revd W. H. Parker (William Hooper 
Parker), Rector of Saham Toney, Norfolk, himself a former fellow of the college,2 concerning the 
Revd
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Charles Parrott was born in London, entered Winchester College as founder’s kin in 1728,4 
and matriculated at New College in 1732.5 He was a fellow until 1757 and Rector of Saham Toney 
from then until his death, marrying in 1760,6 three years after vacating his fellowship. In his will 
dated 1785 and proved 1787, he left £2,000 for the purchase of freehold property, to be conveyed 
‘to the use and for the benefit of the Warden of New College in Oxford for the time being and his 
Successors forever in Augmentation of their income’.7 Nor did his generosity end there because 
according to one account he gave a total of £5,600 to the college.8 

The arms put up in his memory both in Saham Toney and at New College can be described 
in the arcane language of heraldry as 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/imageviewer/collections/61043/images/4098101_00717?pId=910104
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Charles Parrott himself was the son of Henry Parrott, a clergyman whose immediate 
forebears lived in Huntingdonshire. The family had evidently been making use of the coat of arms 
for some time because it appears on monuments in Huntingdonshire churches to Henry Parrott 
(at Holywell cum Needingworth where he was rector)10 and his father, another Henry, (at Old 
Weston).11 But they never established an official entitlement to the arms. 

Also commemorated in the stained glass is the Revd John Dell (1755–1838). 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/family-tree/person/tree/13398521/person/1044520220/facts
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/family-tree/person/tree/13398521/person/1021556063/facts
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Accompanying John 
Dell’s heraldic bookplate is 
that of Joseph Shrimpton,23 
whom Mary Dell mentioned 
in her will, though without 
actually specifying her 
relationship to him. It would 
be plausible to suppose they 
were cousins. The first and 
fourth quarters of Joseph’s 
paternal arms display the two 
bars between six leopards’ 
faces referred to in Frederick 
Neale’s letter. Though of no 
authority, it is clear both from 
the bookplate and from 
printed sources24 that the 
leopards’ faces should be 
positioned ‘3 2 and 1’ as 
opposed to the arrangement in the stained glass where there are three leopards’ faces either side 
of the bars. The most likely explanation for the error is that Clayton and Bell (the manufacturers 
of the stained glass) were supplied only with a blazon (i.e. a verbal description of the arms) rather 
than an illustration. 
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Amongst the records of the project is a coloured version of Vernon Watney’s marital arms, 
presumably supplied by himself. They also include the preparatory drawings of the various coats 
of arms that formed the basis of the carvings.31 
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The secretary of the Robinson Memorial Committee was a solicitor called Arthur Edgell 
Eastwood (1860–1949), who had come up to New College in 1877,32 overlapping by two years 
with Vernon Watney. He contributed £25 to the Memorial Fund,33 
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Preparatory drawing of Arthur Eastwood’s Arms for Robinson Tower 
New College Archives, Oxford, NCA 829 

© Courtesy of the Warden and Scholars of New College, Oxford 

 
Eastwood’s father, John Fisher Eastwood, had been granted arms in 1891,34 and it is these 



https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/35676
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It is perhaps surprising that the Rashdall arms alone appear on the shield rather than being 
impaled with those of Makins. Mrs Rashdall was herself armigerous, her grandfather, Charles 
Makins, having been granted arms in 1872.38 It would have therefore been possible to portray the 
marital arms (as happened in the case of the Dells and the Watneys). Perhaps Mrs. Rashdall was 
sufficiently modest to wish her husband to be heraldically commemorated without reference to 
herself. She died in 1958. 
 

 
 

Arms of Hastings Rashdall, New College Library, Oxford, south face 
© Courtesy of the Warden and Scholars of New College, Oxford 

 
Of the selection of benefactors treated in this article, Harry Sacher (1881–1971) is assuredly 

the one whose name is best known as it was he who funded the Sacher Building in the early 1960s. 
What is less appreciated is that he had also contributed generously when the library was built nearly 
25 years earlier, his donation being substantial enough to merit his arms being carved on the 
library’s north face (in the same position as the Rashdall shield on the south face). 

Sacher was arguably the most remarkable of the handful of benefactors mentioned here. 
Born in 

https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/75340
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/75340
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The two triangles constitute a Star of David—a widely recognised Jewish symbol—though 
it is more usual for the triangles to be shown interlaced than with one on top of the other. The 
stone shield itself has deteriorated somewhat—and the coats of arms on the library façade tend in 
any case to be comparatively little noticed (particularly those on the south side). It would therefore 
be a pleasant tribute to such a notable benefactor if Sacher’s arms could one day be emblazoned 
somewhere on the Sacher Building, preferably in full colour. 
 

 
 

Arms of Harry Sacher New College Library, Oxford, north face 
Photograph: Michael Harazin © Courtesy of the Warden and Scholars of New College, Oxford 
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