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(i) the reasonable academic requirements of the course of study or programme; 

and 

(ii) the reasonable social and behavioural requirements of a student (whether 

resident in college or not) without their physical, mental, emotional or 

psychological health or state having an unacceptably deleterious impact upon 

the health, safety and/or welfare of the student and/or other students and/or 

University or college staff (not withstanding adjustments required by law).  

2.2  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ ǳƴŘŜǊƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ΨǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ōƻŘȅΩ ƻŦ 

the student concerned, whilst in the case of a graduate student the department/faculty of 

the University is considered to be the primary body of the student concerned. The primary 

ōƻŘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǊ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 

ŦƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ όŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǘ оΦм ōŜƭƻǿύ ƛǎ 

causing concern in the secondary body only (i.e. the department/faculty for undergraduate 

students or college for graduate students), it may be appropriate for the secondary body to 

forward fitness to study procedures.  

2.3  The person in college who is responsible for fitness to study procedures is referred to in this 

ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǊƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

procedures and the system in New College within which recommendations or decisions are 

made and is not always or necessarily the person who makes the recommendations or 

decisions in respect of an individual student. bŜǿ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳǘƻǊ 

for Welfare, Mr Jonathan Black.   

2.4 New College will always try to resolve fitness to study concerns by informal agreement with 

a student (known in this policy as stage 1). Only on rare occasions will it be necessary for 

more formal procedures to be used (known in this Guidance as stages 2 and 3). Where New 

College exhausts the stage 1 and 2 procedures and have not reached an agreed solution with 

the student, it may be necessary to initiate a further procedure by making a referral to a 

Fitness to Study Sub-Committee in the college, or to ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ CƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ {ǘǳŘȅ tŀƴŜƭ 

whose decision, in each case, is intended to be final and binding (known in this Guidance as 

ǎǘŀƎŜ оύΦ ²ƘŜƴ bŜǿ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ CƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ {ǘǳŘȅ tŀƴŜƭ ŀǎ ƛǘǎ ǎǘŀƎŜ о 

procedure, the college will confirm the recommendation made by the Panel as its final 

decision. A student may take a final decision to the Office of the Independent Adjudicator 

whose process is described on the OIA website.   

Circumstances under which a student’s fitness to study might be brought into question 

3.1 Procedures may be triggered when New College is alerted to any of the following concern: 

¶ A significant deterioration in the apparent health or welfare of a student which may be 

ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴŀȅ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ 

requirements of their course of study; (for example, a persistent inability of a student to 

submit work or to attend tutorials, classes, lectures, seminar or meetings) or to participate in 

other normal aspects of the life of a student; 

¶ 
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3.3  It is envisaged that these procedures will need to be used only where University and college 

support for health and welfare and for academic studies, including adjustments required by 

law, are insufficient to prevent a fitness to study question from arising or continuing. Student 

health and welfare matters, including disability, will normally be dealt with satisfactorily via 
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5.3 The three-stage process does not have to progress in sequence and is not intended to be 

prescriptive.  It may be accelerated according to (a) the seriousness of the concerns or (b) the 

ǎǘŀƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ 
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and measurable objectives accompanied by a timetable for delivery and the identification of 

responsibilities where appropriate. In each case these will be 
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considered at the meeting, and for the student to be asked to provide, in reasonable time, 

any documentation they may wish to be considered.  

7.6 In more complex cases, it may be helpful for the responsible person or the chair of the Case 

Review Meeting to convene a preliminary meeting with the student to discuss the procedure 

ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǎŜ wŜǾƛŜǿ aŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǎe Review Meeting, the 

identity, definition and description of the fitness to study concerns and the information 

requirements that there might be to help resolve the concerns. 

7.7 The student may be accompanied at any meeting by a member of the Oxford SU Student 

Advice Service, a fellow student, or another supporter or advisor including those who are able 

to support students with a disability. The student should notify the responsible person at least 
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or 

¶ to recommend that consideration be given to the student withdrawing from their 
course of study. 

7.11 The duration of any suspension of status must be carefully considered.  Very short suspension, 

for example for up to 21 days, can sometimes be used to facilitate the resolution of urgent 

issues or the obtaining of essential evidence whereas longer suspension should have regard 

to the fact that the student will ordinarily resume their course of study at the point they left 

it with the consequence that 12 months may be necessary. Resumption of a course of study 

may need to be monitored and/or if it is practicable phased to take account of expert advice.  

7.12 In each case where further action is agreed or recommended to be put in place, there should 

be an action plan outlining: 

¶ any steps which the student will need to take; and/or 

¶ any support to be provided to the student; 

¶ in each case the responsibilities for the steps to be taken and for how long in order to 
resolve the concerns identified;  

¶ provision for regular review meetings with the student for the duration of the action plan 
including at the end of the period agreed to ensure that the action plan is being 
appropriately followed and/or that measures to enable the student to study effectively 
are being provided;  

¶ the identity of the college and/ or University staff who will undertake the reviews; 

¶ the likely consequences of the failure of the action plan to resolve the fitness to study 
ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŦƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀǘ ŀ 
stage 3 panel. 

7.13 The recommendations of the Case Review Meeting, together with a concise record of the 
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9.3  When a student indicates to New College that they wish to resume their studies after a period 

of suspension of student status, it may be necessary for the student to be offered support to 

make an application to return to study. New College will assist the student in their application 

and ensure that they have sought appropriate advice from any appropriate specialist or 

professional practitioner and/or from Student Welfare and Support Services. 

9.4 A return to study decision will normally involve a further informal meeting with the student 

or a formal Case Review Meeting to which the student is invited.  In each case, the responsible 

person will ensure that a procedure is followed that is appropriate to the circumstances having 

regard to this Guidance and the procedure that was used to help resolve the fitness to study 

concerns that existed.   

9.5  It is the responsibility of New College to satisfy itself that the conditions necessary for 
resumption have been met by seeking advice from any specialist or professional practitioner 
who was involved in the fitness to study procedures and from Student Welfare and Support 
Services where that is appropriate. The college may request the student to provide evidence 
from an appropriate specialist or professional practitioner or confirmation of their health or 
welfare and ability to resume their course of study and to sustain that resumption. This is 
likely to be from the specialist or professional practitioner who has provided support or 
treatment for the student during suspension. The college has the right to seek a second 
opinion.  The college may require both medical and other evidence relating to the fitness to 
study concern in order to decide that it is appropriate for the student to return to study 
and/or that the relevant conditions have been met or can be maintained. Medical fitness is 
not necessarily the same as an overall conclusion that a student is fit to study.
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Fitness to Study Guidance for Colleges (undergraduates) 

Appendix 

Plain Language Flowchart 

The follow pages provide a useful summary of each of the three stages: 

STAGE 1 

Initial Action and Informal Meeting 

STAGE 2 

Formal Case Review Meeting 

STAGE 3 

College Fitness to Study Decision Making Panel and the University Fitness to Study Panel 
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STAGE 1: Initial Action and Informal Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

/ƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ CƛǘƴŜǎǎ 
to Study (FtS) are referred to the 

responsible person in college 

The responsible person arranges a meeting with the 
student. Other members of staff relevant to the case may 

be invited. The student may be accompanied by a 
member of the Oxford SU Student Advice Service, a fellow 

student, or another supporter or advisor. All parties to 
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STAGE 2: Formal Case Review Meeting 

Before the meeting:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the meeting:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 






